
THE FEES WE MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT – BUT SHOULD 

By Katie Gergel 

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. – It allowed the Korean International Student Organization to host their 

talent show. It allowed the Student Film Organization to attend Sundance Film Festival. It 

allowed the Vegetarian Club to screen the film “Cowspiracy.” 

It’s the Student Activities Fee (SAF) at Penn State, a mandatory fee included in the tuition of all 

students. The SAF for the 2016-2017 school year was set at $96 per student per semester at 

University Park, with some minor fluctuations at some of the commonwealth campuses.  

The fee provides funding for out-of-classroom experiences as well as major projects such as the 

2000 expansion of the HUB and the construction of the University Health Services building in 

2008, according to Senior Director of Union and Student Activities Mary Edgington. At both 

University Park and Penn State’s commonwealth campuses, a plethora of extracurricular clubs 

and organizations need extra funding in order to continue running. 

Although every student is required to pay this fee – along with the separate Information 

Technology Fee and the Facilities Fee – not all students are aware of it. 

An anonymous online survey with responses from 45 current Penn State students proved the 

lack of widespread knowledge about the fee. Twelve said they hadn’t heard of the SAF while 33 

said they had. And of the 33 that said they had heard of it, 21 said they do not know the 

specifics of what the SAF does. 

The group of those who do know the specifics includes the leaders of many student clubs. 

These individuals are aware of what a lack of funding would mean for their respective 

organizations. 

Caroline Rojewski is the financial director of Valley Magazine, a student-run organization that is 

funded by the University Park Allocations Committee, which deals directly with the allocation of 

the Student Activities Fee. She said that the magazine would not be what it is today without this 

funding.  

“Each semester we are able to print and distribute nearly 5,250 copies of our magazine,” 

Rojewski said. “This would be an impossible feat without help from UPAC. Club revenues are 

not enough to cover the cost of printing.” For the fall 2015 issue of Valley, the club was 

allocated $5,290.  

Since 1995, a Student Activity Fee board had been in place to make decisions concerning the 

SAF as distinguished from the Information Technology Fee and the Facilities Fee.  

“It was a board that made decisions for both University Park and the commonwealth campuses 

about things like UPAC and student legal services,” said Kevin Horne, former president of the 

Graduate and Professional Student Association at Penn State.  



However, as of this past 2016-2017 school year, the different boards representing the three 

separate student fees were joined into one all-encompassing Student Fee Board.  

“There were many reasons for the change,” Horne said. “It provided clarity to a fragmented 

system that made it hard to understand where the money was going. It also puts more control 

of the fee in the hands of the students.” 

The newly established Student Fee Board has already made a decision concerning a large 

increase in the amount each student will have to pay for mandatory fees in the 2017-2018 

school year. The Board decided that all students will have to pay an addition $57 per semester 

to Campus Recreation so that membership fees for fitness and recreation centers can be 

eliminated. 

This additional cost has prompted the Student Fee Board to suggest a combined mandatory 

student fee of $258 per semester in 2017-2018. This amount is greater than the combined 

totals of the SAF, the Information Technology Fee, and the Facilities Fee in past years. A 

meeting in July in Harrisburg will determine whether the Board of Trustees approves this fee 

level. 

Some individuals are not entirely in agreement with the university requiring students to pay an 

additional cost. 

“I’m fortunate enough to be in a position where the Student Activity Fee isn’t a big burden on 

me, but I can definitely see why people are taking up an issue with it,” said Cory Steinle, a 

freshman. “A lot of clubs and organizations pay their own club fees, and to see Penn State slap 

some additional fees that could possibly create hardships for some people is disappointing.”  

Still, the money for funding extracurricular opportunities has to come from somewhere. And 

whether students are involved in clubs or not, they are still reaping the benefits of these 

student fees.  

“At almost any event on campus, or even when you’re just hanging out in the HUB, your 

Student Activity Fee dollars are being used,” Edgington said. “It’s more of an indirect benefit.” 

The SAF allows organizations to host talent shows, go on trips, and screen the movie 

“Cowspiracy,” but there are many factors besides the benefits that are considered when 

determining different aspects of the student fees, including their amounts and what else they 

should be used for. 

Many students are unaware of the fees, and opinions are split about whether or not the 

mandatory fees should exist at all. But like most things that happen at Penn State, the students 

play an integral role in the future of the SAF.  

Said Kevin Horne, “It’s a student fee. It should be assessed and determined by the students.” 

 



 

 

Students taking advantage of the benefits given by the 2000 HUB renovation 


