
FADE IN: 

INT. MORIANO'S PIZZA PALACE -- DAY 

It's what the owners call a "slow time" at the pizza shop, 
but based on the look of the place it seems as though every 
time is a slow time. The red cushion seats are worn down and 
the tile floors from the 1980s are scuffed. Moriano's has 
definitely seen better days. The bell at the door rings every 
so often as customers come to pick up take-out orders. The 
WAITRESS at the counter appears tired and bored - a stark 
contrast to JASON LOCK, 36, who sits at one of the booths, 
anxious and jittery, checking his watch every couple of 
seconds. 

Over Jason's shoulder we see a text message conversation with 
CHRISTINE MULLIGAN, 36. She says she will be there soon. 
Jason checks his watch again. Light music plays in the palace 
and it's drizzling outside. 

All of a sudden the bell at the door rings again and Jason 
looks up to find the woman he has not seen in over 10 years. 
Christine's hair is as blond and curly as ever, her freckles 
still dotting her forehead and nose. The only thing that's 
different are the creases around her eyes. Jason smooths his 
pants, unbuttons his top shirt button then re-buttons it, 
and waves as Christine turns to him. His leg bounces 
nervously as she smiles and walks to his table. 

CHRISTINE 
Jason. My god, how are you? This 
is...weird. 

Jason stands and they hug, awkwardly. Emotions are definitely 
there. 

JASON 
(Coughs) I'm doing well. It's so good 
to see you again. 

CHRISTINE 
Yeah, likewise. Jesus, this place is 
such a dump. I don't know why you 
wanted to come here. (laughs softly) 

JASON 
It's been so long. I guess I pictured 
the Moriano's of the 90s. Remember the 
jukebox nights? 

Close up of Christine's eyes present day is followed by a  
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close up of Christine's eyes when they were in high school.

INT. MORIANO'S PIZZA PALACE - NIGHT (FLASHBACK)

Pan out to find Moriano's back in it's heyday, crowded 
with high school students sipping Cokes and dancing to 90s 
hits. Warmer light makes it feel like a warmer time. 

CHRISTINE (V.O.) 
How could I forget? I think you spent 
half of your college tuition paying 
for the jukebox to play Spice Girls 
songs. 

JASON (V.O) 
You can't tell me it wasn't worth it. 

Shot (no audio) of Jason belting a song, using a spoon for 
a microphone. 

INT. MORIANO'S PIZZA PALACE - DAY (PRESENT)
Quick transition back to present day; colder light, focus 
on jukebox in the corner with an "out of order" sign. 

CHRISTINE 
Now the only people who ever come here 
and actually stay here to eat are             ____                  
teenage stoners and old ladies on 
their way back from bible study. 

JASON 
What else has changed about good old 
Herronville? Stoplights still breaking 
every two days? 

CHRISTINE 
I think it's every day now (laughs 
softly). Other than that, it's pretty 
much same old same old. They re-built 
the park on Canyon Street, though. No 
more ass splinters every time you go 
down the slide! I take my son there 
all the time. 

JASON 
(Takes a breath) Your son. Tell me 
about your son. And your husband... 
(he is obviously blanking on the name) 

CHRISTINE 
(Laughs) You know you really ought to 
get a Facebook, Jason. 

JASON 
Yeah, right. All I would probably post 
are pictures of Buster. 
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Christine's face changes at the name of the dog she and Jason 
bought together when they first moved in together many years 
before. 

EXT. DOG SHELTER - DAY

A montage of Jason and Christine's life together. The lovers 
go to an animal shelter and find BUSTER, a golden retriever 
puppy. Christine falls in love with him. 

CHRISTINE 
Please? 

INT. CAR - DAY
Jason and Christine driving home. Camera pans to Buster, 
sitting on Christine's lap. 

JASON 
Are you happy now? 

CHRISTINE 
I am juuuust dandy. (Makes funny 
gesture with thumb on nose, wiggling 
fingers - an inside joke of a signal) 

EXT. YARD - DAY 

Another day, Buster is rambunctious and has just rolled in a 
puddle of mud. Jason and Christine chase him around the 
house and finally wrestle him into a bathtub. Warm light. 
They are both laughing themselves to tears. Both Jason and 
Christine make the "happy signal." 

INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Another day, Jason and Christine settling in for a movie on 
their sofa. Popcorn is on their lap and Buster is at their 
feet. Christine wants to watch an action movie, but Jason 
steals the remote and chooses a rom com. 

CHRISTINE 
Happy? 

JASON 
Juuuust dandy. (Makes signal) 

Quick succession of moments: Jason and Christine walking 
downtown hand in hand late at night, sharing a milkshake at a 
diner, buying tickets at a theater, picnicking at the park, 
etc. Soon the happy moments become more sparing and more 
moments are shown of Jason acting secretive. He talks on the 
phone more, leaves early in the morning kissing Christine on 
the head instead of the lips, etc. Final scene is of him 
shutting the door on Buster (leash in mouth), as Christine 
watches from behind. 

END OF MONTAGE 
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CHRISTINE 
(Quietly) How is old Buster? 

JASON 
(Obviously thinking the same things as 
Christine) He's hanging in there. 
(Moment of silence) 

CHRISTINE 
Well, um. My son, Harry... he's six. 
He is...well he's the best thing 
that's ever happened to me. He loves 
trucks and singing and he's already 
started to read! I know it's probably 
early but I can't wait to read the 
Harry Potter books with him. Greg 
thinks they'd be too scary for him now 
though. 

INT. BOOKSTORE - DAY 
Flashback of Christine and Jason, college-aged, walking 
around a bookstore. They pass the Harry Potter series 
and Jason grabs one of the books.

JASON 
When we have a kid, I'm reading these 
books to him the minute he leaves the 
womb. 

CHRISTINE 
Oh, great idea! Why don't you just 
skip to the part with Dumbledore's 
death since he won't already be crying 
enough? 

Jason playfully whacks Christine's arm with the book. End of 
flashback. 

JASON 
(Coughs) He sounds amazing. I'd like 
to meet...(catches how weird this 
sounds) Um. So, your husband Greg, how 
is he? I mean, how are you guys? I 
mean... 

CHRISTINE 
This is really fucking awkward isn't 
it. 

JASON 
Yeah, I guess. 
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CHRISTINE 
(pauses) Remember our first date 
junior year? You took me to that ice 
cream place a few blocks from here and 
you were so nervous you could barely 
form sentences. 

Flashback of Christine and Jason sitting across a table, 
in the same position that they're sitting in present day. 
Flash back to present. 

JASON 
(laughs) Oh I was the nervous one?            _                     
What about when you spilled ice cream
all over your white pants?

Another quick flashback of Christine spilling her ice cream. 
Audio is muffled, but you can hear them both laughing. Back 
to present. 

CHRISTINE 
Okay, both of us were nervous. What 
I'm trying to say is, remember that 
game we played when we couldn't for 
the life of us think of what to talk 
about? 

JASON 
The three question game. 

CHRISTINE 
I know it sounds dumb, but why don't 
we do that now? Clear the air. After 
ten years I think we need to start 
light. 

At the words "ten years" there is a very rapid succession of 
flashback scenes from the years they were together. 

JASON 
So it goes easy, medium, hard right? 
Can I start with the easy question? 

CHRISTINE 
Shoot. 

JASON 
Is the Titanic still your favorite 
movie? 

CHRISTINE 
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It's just Titanic, Jason. Not the                               ___ 
Titanic! (laughs) And duh. Though I've 
come to realize that Jack and Kate 
could have easily both fit on that 
door. 

JASON 
That's fair. 

CHRISTINE 
Okay, my turn. I get to ask you a 
medium question. 

JASON 
Shoot. 

CHRISTINE 
What is the happiest part of your day-to-
day life right now? 

JASON 
Wow, that's a good one. Were you 
planning this? Let's see. The happiest 
part of my day to day... 

Quick flashback to Christine smiling, laughing. Jason is 
obviously thinking of the happiness that came from the time 
they spent together, but he doesn't want Christine to know 
this. 

JASON 
I love being in the city. Philly is 
amazing...there's always something 
exciting going on. I guess my 
happiness comes from waking up each 
morning wondering what the day will 
bring. Who I'll meet, what kinds of 
interesting things I'll witness. That 
kind of stuff. 

EXT. PARK BENCH -- DAY (FLASHBACK)

JASON (YOUNGER)
What do you want to do when you grow 
up? 

CHRISTINE (YOUNGER)
I want to get out of here. Move to a 
city, maybe New York or Philly. If I 
had to stay in Herronville my whole  
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life I'd blow my brains out. 

JASON 
(laughs) I don't know if I'm cut out 
to be a city slicker. 

CHRISTINE 
I can show you the ropes. 

They are both smiling, contemplating the future. Flashback 
ends. 

CHRISTINE 
That sounds wonderful. Greg's in 
Philly all the time for work. I don't 
think he likes the kind of fast-paced 
lifestyle though, you know? 

JASON 
What about you? 

CHRISTINE 
(laughs, but there's no joy there) Oh, 
my son keeps my life fast-paced 
enough. (beat) Ooh, now you get to ask 
the hard question. 

There's a long pause. Sounds from the pizza palace highlight 
the silence between the ex-lovers. Jason appears strained; he 
is obviously wrestling with himself over whether to ask what 
he really wants to ask. Christine's face has changed from 
playful to anxious. 

JASON 
Um...yeah. (beat) Why did you leave me 
Christine? I was going to ask you to 
marry me. 

Suddenly the waitress appears, apologizing profusely for her 
delay in service. Her excuses are muffled, and attention is 
on Christine as her facial expressions reveal she is shocked 
and trying to process what Jason has just said. Jason mumbles 
something about needing more time and the waitress leaves. 

Christine reaches into her pocket and pulls out a very worn, 
aged, crumpled up piece of paper. 

CHRISTINE 
Then what the fuck is this, Jason? 
What is this goddamn letter? I have 
been killing myself for ten years  
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because of this and I wanted to meet 
with you to finally, finally get             _______              
closure on this. Me leaving you was 
not my decision. ___              

Jason, more confused than he has ever been, takes the letter 
from Christine and unfolds it. Specific lines in the letter 
can be saying things like "I just can't do this anymore" and 
"I need a change in my life." 

Flashbacks of the same scenes that were shown earlier when 
Christine was suspicious of Jason, with him talking on the 
phone, leaving the house early, and shutting the door on 
Buster. This flashback, however, reveals the ends of each of 
these scenes - Jason talking to his boss on the phone, 
leaving early to drive to Philly to interview at different 
companies, shutting the door when his co-workers were trying 
to convince him to stay at his other job. 

Flashback ends, and Jason is in shock. 

JASON 
(Quietly) I was drafting what I would 
say to my boss so that I could leave 
my old company and move to a new one. 
In the city. With you. (louder)              ____               
How...how could you have believed that       ___                              
this was the way I would end things? 

CHRISTINE 
I... 

JASON 
And you didn't even call? Or reach out 
at all? You just up and left because 
you assumed I was going to leave you?     _______                           

CHRISTINE 
(monotone; she is still trying to 
comprehend what has just been 
revealed) My...my father had just been 
diagnosed with cancer. I had been 
suspicious for some time... it was all 
too much for me to handle. 

JASON 
Ten years, Christine? It took you ten                                   ___ 
years to get in touch with me? I could _____                                  
have explained it to you in one                             ___ 
sentence. I could have been there for ________                              
you with everything that was going on  
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with your father. I...this is 
unbelievable. 

CHRISTINE 
Why didn't you tell me what you were 
doing all of the time, Jason? Taking 
weird calls, acting all quiet when I 
would ask you about your day? I could                               _       
have been there for you.                     ___  

JASON 
This is so fucked up, Christine. I 
tried to call you so many times. 

CHRISTINE 
You can't even begin to imagine how 
hard that time was for me. 

JASON 
It could have been a lot easier if you 
had picked up the goddamn phone. 

CHRISTINE 
(Crying at this point) Well I didn't, 
okay? I fucking didn't for ten years 
and now here we are and we can't 
change any of that! 

Christine is shaking, still unable to comprehend the weight 
of this misunderstanding. Jason's head is in his hands. 

JASON 
And now you're married with a kid. And 
you go and play with them at the park 
while I eat dinner for one and wonder 
where I went wrong with the girl I was 
in love with ten years ago. 

CHRISTINE 
I don't think I'm hungry anymore. 

JASON 
I don't know what to say. 

CHRISTINE 
I thought I wanted closure. But I 
never expected it would come like 
this. 

Christine's phone buzzes on the table. A picture of her 
family appears on the screen; Greg is calling her. 
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JASON 
You should answer that. I think I'm 
going to go. 

CHRISTINE 
Jason -- 

JASON 
There is so much I want to say to you 
right now. So many questions. But 
I...I just really just can't do this 
right now. 

There is a long pause. Christine's phone continues to ring 
but she doesn't answer. The two look at each other, as a 
quick flashback returns to the scene of their first date and 
then back again. Finally Jason gets up. All of a sudden he 
can't seem to look at Christine. 

JASON 
(Looking down at shoes) I'm really 
sorry about your dad. I'm sorry... 

He stops himself and turns to leave. The waitress at the 
front counter watches him go; it's obvious she has been 
enthralled by the interaction with little else to do at the 
pizza shop. The rain that was lightly falling earlier has 
turned to a steady downpour. Jason glances at Christine one 
last time, then the bell dings as the door shuts behind him. 

As soon as the door shuts, Christine jumps up from her seat 
and runs to catch up with Jason. 

EXT. MORIANO'S PIZZA PALACE -- DAY 

Christine stops Jason before he can get into his car. 

CHRISTINE 
(Speaking loudly over the rain) Jason. 
I can -- 

JASON 
You can what? 

CHRISTINE 
I don't know. (There's a pause) 

JASON 
Are you happy? Are you happy now? 



11. 

Another long pause. Quick flashbacks to earlier scenes with 
Buster and the "happy signal." Then there's a more recent 
flashback to just moments ago - the picture of her family 
when Greg's phone call appeared on her phone. 

CHRISTINE 
(Softly) I'm just dandy. 

Jason tries to smile, but he can't pretend to be happy for 
her when he's not...when he wishes it were him. 

JASON 
Goodbye, Christine. 

He gets into his car and starts the engine as Christine 
stands, unmoving, getting drenched in the rain. Her figure 
recedes as Jason pulls out of the parking lot and drives off. 

Solemn music plays as Jason slowly drives down the Main 
Street of the town he and Christine grew up in. He passes 
places that he and Christine used to go on dates, including 
the ice cream parlor, the movie theater, and the refurbished 
playground on Canyon Street. He slows down and stops at a 
stoplight that is blinking red, obviously broken. There is no 
one else in the intersection so he stays there for a few 
moments. He turns on the radio, and a Spice Girls song begins 
to play. Jason stays at the intersection just a moment 
longer, listening to the pop music play like a mismatched 
soundtrack to a dismal day. The moment passes, he turns the 
radio off, and then he proceeds to drive through the blinking 
light. 

CUT TO BLACK. 

THE END. 




